
 

Principal’s Newsletter 
Term 1 Week 8 

Dear Parents,  
 
We had a fantastic Halloween last Friday. It was great to see all the students dressed in their Halloween 
costumes and excited about the event. 
 
Our next major event will be Xian Hi-tech International School Idol talent show. This will be held at the 
Holiday Inn on November 27th at 6pm. There is signup sheet attached to this newsletter. Please return 
this sheet to Jessica early next week. I would like to know how many students/groups are interested 
early as this will make timetabling and practising easier at school. This event is mainly practised at home, 
but for acts such as music or dance routines, students might want/need the help of teachers. 
 
Anyway, this should be a great night. I am looking forward to seeing some talent on show from both 
students and teachers. Mr. Khoo has kindly offered to be the M.C.; he will be our Ryan Seacreast.  
 

Furniture Update 

The new furniture arrived this week. This has made a significant difference to the classrooms and the 
physical appearance of the school. It is a positive step in the school development and addresses 
concerns from parents.  
There is still work to complete around the school. I will continue to update you on the progress. I am 
hoping that the refurbishments will all be completed around Christmas.  
 

Reports 

School reports will be sent home on November 13th. This will be followed by three-way conferences 
(parent – student – teacher) on November 18th. We will need to hold the parent conferences away from 
school and we are looking into a location.    

Weekend Sports 
 

We had our first Sunday sports session on November 1st. It was great to see the students playing sport, 
and I and I hope to see more people there for our next session. It was a great way to spend a morning; 
nice people and fun activities. If you have ideas for activities or know of a coach, please contact Caroline 
Jackson or myself. Families and children of all ages are welcome –the more the merrier. 

 



Flu Vaccinations  
So far we have not been able to locate where and who can provide flu vaccinations. Nancy organised 
this last year and has informed me that this year she is finding it difficult to find a vaccine for the flu. This 
might be because China is supplying vaccines for H1N1 as the priority. If you are aware of a doctor that 
administers the vaccination, please let Nancy or myself know. Winter is coming, and it seems to be 
arriving faster in Xian than Wuxi. 

H1N1 Facts 
I thought I would share some facts on H1N1. There have been questions asked by the students at school. 
The teachers will talk to the students in class about H1N1. This is a reference for you as parents. I would 
presume that you have already researched this, but I thought I would share any way. 

What is H1N1 influenza?  
The H1N1 flu virus is a new strain of influenza that causes the same symptoms as seasonal flu.  
What are the signs and symptoms of H1N1 influenza?  
The sign and symptoms of H1N1 flu are similar to seasonal flu and include respiratory symptoms with 
fever, cough, sore throat, muscle aches, joint pain, or weakness. In children under 5, gastrointestinal 
symptoms may also be present and fever may not be prominent.  
How does H1N1 influenza spread?  
Spread of the H1N1 virus is thought to be happening in the same way that seasonal flu spreads. Flu 
viruses are spread mainly from person to person through coughing or sneezing. Sometimes people may 
become infected by touching objects or surfaces that have been contaminated with the flu virus and 
then touching their mouth or nose.  
Why are people concerned about this particular virus?  
H1N1 is a new influenza virus, which means that we cannot be certain about how it will behave.  
There is also concern because H1N1 is infecting children and young adults at a greater rate than the 
seasonal flu that occurs every year. A very small number of the young and healthy who become infected 
get very ill quite rapidly.  
Why should we be concerned about the spread of H1N1 in schools?  
Students can get sick with influenza and schools may act as a point of spread since students are in close 
contact and can easily spread the virus to other students and family members.  
Which students, staff, and volunteers are at higher risk for complications from H1N1?  
Everyone is at risk of getting H1N1 (even healthy people) and serious problems from H1N1 can happen 
at any age. However, pregnant women and people of any age with chronic medical conditions (such as 
pulmonary disease, asthma, diabetes, neuromuscular disorders, or heart disease) are more likely to 
have complications from H1N1.  
What can students, staff, and volunteers do to stay healthy?  
Wash your hands with soap and warm running water for at least 15 seconds or, if water is not available, 
use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. Note that alcohol-based sanitizer must contain at least 60% alcohol 
to be effective and that only a small volume is necessary for each application (1 to 2 ml).  
Cough and sneeze into a tissue or, if a tissue is not available, your sleeve - and not into your hands. 
Dispose of tissues immediately and follow-up with hand washing, using soap and water, or an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer.  
Keep commonly touched surfaces and items clean and disinfected.  
Don’t share personal items such as eating utensils or drinks. 
 
Source: Ontario Ministry of Health http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/ccom/flu/ 



Christmas Show 
This year’s Christmas production will be “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” by Dr. Seuss.  
Scripts have already started to go home with students and excitement is running high around 
XHIS in anticipation of the production.  Every student in school will have a part in the play; 
narrators, singers, dancers and – of course, actors.    Mr. Van will be holding auditions on 
Monday and Tuesday (Nov. 9 – 10) for the three lead parts in the show: Grinch, Max, and 
Cindy Lou Who.   

Here are the sample lines we will use for the auditions.  Anyone who feels they can read and remember 
a large number of lines, and is interested in showing their acting talent is welcome. Choose a part and 
prepare for the auditions if you’re interested in coming to try out.  GOOD LUCK!  

�arrator:  

It was little Cindy-Lou Who 

Who was not more than two.  

Max:    

The Grinch had been caught by this tiny Who daughter  

who'd got out of bed for a cup of cold water. 

She stared at the Grinch and said 

Cindy-Lou Who:  

Why, Santy Claus, why?  

Why are you taking our Christmas tree?  

WHY? 

Max:    

But, you know, that old Grinch  

was so smart and so slick.  

He thought up a lie, 
and he thought it up quick! 

Grinch:  

Well, my sweet little tot 

There's a light on this tree  

that won't light on one side.  
So I'm taking it home to my workshop, my dear.  

I'll fix it up there.  

Then I'll bring it back here 

. 

Sincerely,  
Mr. Maclean   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Assemblies 
Nov. 6 MYP/DP Humanities with Ms, Sudborough 

Nov. 13 Chinese classes with Ms. Joe Lin 林晶 

Nov. 20 Year 6/7 
Nov. 27 MYP/DP Math with Mr. Rhandy 
Upcoming events: 
Nov. 13: Term 1 Report Cards sent home 
Nov. 18: 3-way Conferences  
Nov. 27: “XHIS Idol” Talent Show 
Dec. 17: Christmas play  
Dec. 18:  School day ends at 1:30/Winter 

vacation begins 

Contact Numbers 
Office:  0086(29)8569-1659 
 
Alasdair Maclean: Mobile: 15109210429 
Email: alasdair.maclean@etonhouse-xian.com  
 
Jeremy Van Sluytman: Mobile: 13028429263 
Email: jeremy.van@etonhouse-xian.com   
 
School website: http://www.etonhouse-xian.com/  

 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Xian Hi-Tech International Idol: Signup Form 

Name(s) and year level (list all members of group):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description of Act: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Requirements (technical requirements, special staging etc…): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

XHIS International Department Lunch Orders 



 
Snack Menu for Nov.9 to Nov.13 

Student:________________________________      Yes(√)    No(×)  

 Nov.9 Nov.10 Nov.11 Nov.12 Nov.13 

Morning Banana  Apple  Pear  Orange  Grapefruit  

Afternoon Yogurt  Juice  Yogurt  Juice  Yogurt  

 

XHIS International Department Lunch Orders 

Date     2009/11/9--2009/11/13 

Total RMB____________________ 

 
Student Name________________________________________________________ 
   

Price NO. 

Monday  
Chinese bread with meat 4 

  
Fried Noodle (not spicy)(Vegetarian) 5 

Tuesday 

Subway Chicken Teriyaki (With Salad) 15 

  Subway Chicken Teriyaki (No Salad) 15 

Vegetarian Subway 12 

Wednesday Mixed fried rice (Vegetarian) 5   

Thursday 
Spaghetti (From Village Café) 15 

  
Quesadilla  (Vegetarian) 20 

Friday 
Pork cutlet (From Dolce) 15 

  
Fettuccine Fungi (From Dolce) 24 


